Message

From: Timmermann, Timothy [Timmermann.Timothy@epa.gov]
Sent: 11/18/2021 6:47:55 PM

To: Bird, Patrick [Bird.Patrick@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: GJC Sues LIPA and South Fork Wind

Timothy L. Timmermann, Director
Office of Environmental Review
EPA New England-Region 1

5 Post Office Square, Suite 100
Mail Code 06-3

Boston, MA 02109-3912

Email: timmermann.timothy@epa.gov
Telephone: 617-918-1025
E-Fax: 617-918-0025

From: Si Kinsella <si@oswsouthfork.info>
Sent: Thursday, November 18, 2021 12:48 PM
To: Si Kinsella <si@oswsouthfork.info>
Subject: GIC Sues LIPA and South Fork Wind

Government Justice Center Sues LIPA and South Fork Wind for violating New York

State’s procurement laws.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - November 18, 2021
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Contact: Cam Macdonald
518-434-3125

info@agoviustice.org

GJC Sues Long Island Power Authority and South Fork Wind

The Government Justice Center (GJC) has filed a complaint on behalf of Long island
ratepavyers against the Long Island Power Authority and South Fork Wind, formally known as

Deepwater Wind Scuth Fork, for viclating New York State’s procurement laws.

Long Island Power Authority (LIPA) requested proposals for local resources to meet peak
electrical demand during summer afternoons and evenings when residential air conditioning
use drives electricity demand on Long island’s South Fork. Any power production resource

needed to be available on demand and could not require new fransmission facilities.

Instead, LIPA accepied South Fork Wind's proposed project for offshore wind furbines that will
cost LIPA’s customers an estimated $1.6 billion for renewable anergy over 20 years, at a
substantial premium per kKilowatt hour to other power sources.

“LIPA should have rejected the offshore wind proposal upon receipt because the project did not
meet any of the specifications—one cannot simply flip an ‘on’ switch and generate power from
a wind turbine when there is no wind. When we need power most in the summer, wind cannot
reliably provide that power,” said Simon Kinsella, the lead plaintiff in the case. “There is no
doubt that LIPA manipulated the process to preciude truly competitive bidding.”

After public pressure from former Governor Andrew Cuomo, LIPA signed a power purchase
agreement with South Fork Wind for an offshore wind project that was not responsive to LIPA's
RFP. Not only is the offshore wind project not a local rescurce~-it is located 30 miles off Long
Island, but it can provide power only intermittently {especially during the summer months) and

requires a new 60-mile leng onshore/offshore transmission system and related infrastructure,

“Violating the state’s procurement laws o shoghorn an uneconomical offshore wind power o be
funded by LIPA customers is no way 1o meet the state’s renewable energy goals,” said
Cameron Macdonald, executive director of the Government Justice Center. “"Notonly is this a
waste of valuable taxpayer resources, frankly it smells like government manipulation.”

The Government Justice Centfer, based in Albany, is an independent, not-for-profit legal center
that provides pro-bono representation and legal services fo protect the rights of New Yorkers in
the face of improper action by state or local governmenis. Taxpayers can request the GJC’s

assistance here.
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Forward to Friend

Govarnment Justics Center
A South Peard Strest, #1210
Allsany, NY 122307

Unddate your preferences or unsubsotibe from this st
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